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KHANTY-MANSIYSK DECLARATION

Khanty-Mansiysk 
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug - Ugra
Russian Federation
28 September 2007
A. Mission or Philosophy

It is the Mission or Philosophy of The Northern Forum:

To improve the quality of life of Northern peoples by providing Northern regional leaders a means to share their knowledge and experience in addressing common challenges; and 


To support sustainable development and the implementation of cooperative socio-economic initiatives among Northern regions and through international fora.
B. Background

The Eighth General Assembly of The Northern Forum was conducted in Khanty-Mansiysk, Khanty-Mansiysk AO - Ugra on 28 September 2007. A Quorum of the members of the Board of Governors was present at the General Assembly, along with numerous participants.

B.1. THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS NOTED, with appreciation, the work of the Northern Forum members regarding the advancements in health care and education, the expansion of international cooperation on northern issues, and the efforts to enhance cooperation with the business community. The Board noted the progress on priority projects and the partnerships established with other circumpolar and global international organizations and the national governments of the north.

B.2 THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS: ACKNOWLEDGED the work of the Environment Program and expressed strong support for continued cooperation in environmental education, multi-lateral species management cooperation, training, and technology transfer where environmental improvements can be made. The Board of Governors noted the following: 

· The progress of the Brown Bear Working Group and its efforts focused on genetics research. 

· The expanding work of the Flood Working Group; 
· The success of the Youth EcoForum in 2006, hosted by Khanty-Mansiysk AO; the need for sustained resources to support this valuable program; and encouraged member regions to financially support future events.
· Congratulated participants in the establishment of the Northern Zoo Cooperation project and welcomed continued cooperation in this sphere.
B.3 THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS: ACKNOWLEDGED the continued work of the Society and Culture Program and the expanded focus on substance abuse treatment, infectious disease and the importance of northern cultures. The Board of Governors noted the following:
· Significant achievements in promoting sobriety and healthy lifestyles and the expansion of training programs in treatment of alcohol and substance abuse; and the incorporation of the Substance Abuse Treatment Program in the Arctic Council Human Health Initiative.
· The positive results in cooperation in information technologies such as telemedicine.

· Thanked the Khanty-Mansiysk Administration for their support of the Northern Cultural Festival which showcased talented northern and indigenous artists and displayed the unique cultures of the North. 

B.4. THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS: ACKNOWLEDGED the successful work of the Sustainable Development Program and noted the continued importance of supporting rural economic development and innovation in the north. The Board of Governors noted the following:

· The successful completion of the Reindeer Management Project and noted, with appreciation, the active involvement of the Business Community in the project. 
· The successful completion of the SMART project (Sustainable Model of Arctic Region Tourism) and encourages more active promotion of the North as a tourism destination noting that the North is conflict free and possess some of the worlds most spectacular and pristine natural and wild areas. 

· Continued efforts focused on aviation issues in the north.

B.5. THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS: ACKNOWLEDGED the creation of the Business Support Services Program and commends the membership on their commitment to strengthening cooperation between regional governments and the Business Community.

C. THE BOARD WELCOMED A NEW REGIONAL MEMBER and thanked them for their commitment to the Northern Forum:  Gangwon Province, Republic of Korea
D. THE BOARD WELCOMED NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS and their commitment to partner with the Northern Forum on critical issues in the north: Khanty-Mansiysk Bank; Yugra Timber Company; Ferguson, Simek, Clark International; Yugoria Insurance Company;  Ugra TV and Radio Company; Agro-Industrial Complex Tiksi; Open shareholding company “Ded Moroz”; Interhemispheric Tunnel Project; and Khanty-Mansiysk Generation Fund.
E. BE IT DECLARED, that as a result of the meeting of the General Assembly of The Northern Forum in Khanty-Mansiysk, Khanty-Mansiysk AO – Ugra, the members of the Board of Governors of The Northern Forum, representing regional governments throughout the northern world:
Commits the Northern Forum to continued implementation of the Strategic Plan with the intent of producing measurable progress in all program fields including:
E.1 Quality of Life:  Continued focus on improving the quality of life for northerners
· Healthcare – through projects focused on telemedicine, infectious diseases control, and treatment of substance abuse, produce improvements to the health of northern peoples. Identify specific strategies needed to implement improvements to health care in the key areas of infectious disease and substance abuse.
· Education – through a series of partnerships and projects, improve education of northern youth – promoting international understanding, and focused on common issues such as climate change, culture, and peaceful cooperation. Projects include the Youth EcoForum, Sister Schools Partnerships, Save & Protect, and closer cooperation with the University of the Arctic.
· Culture – continue to promote northern cultures through support of performances and efforts to preserve unique northern cultures. To be accomplished through cultural festivals and projects such as the Study and Preservation of Indigenous Languages.
E.2 Scientific and Technical Cooperation
· Support continued and enhanced cooperation among specialists in the various disciplines of science focused on enhanced knowledge of the northern environment and protection of life and property. To be accomplished through projects including the Brown Bear Working Group, Flood Working Group, Northern Zoo Cooperation and Snow Change.

· Climate Change – encourage expansion of efforts to address impacts and adaptation to climate change. Explore partnerships between northern monitoring stations to coordinate efforts for circumpolar monitoring.
 
Economic Development
· Promote economic development through assistance to the business community through the NF Business Support Services Program.
· Expand activities to promote rural and specifically northern industries such as Northern Tourism.
· Develop a program to support and encourage entrepreneurs.
Inter-regional Cooperation
· Enhance cooperation between members of the Northern Forum through yearly Summits of Ministers, including Ministers of Environment, Education, Health and Economic Development from NF member regions.

International Cooperation
· Strengthen partnerships with organizations which promote Sustainable Development, Environmental Conservation and Economic Development – such as the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development (nrg4SD) and the Forum of Global Associations of Regions (FOGAR). Identify specific avenues for cooperation and benefit to the NF in these partnerships.
· Explore partnerships with components of the UN system to strengthen the voice of the northern regions through partnerships with the UNDP Hub for Innovative Partnerships.
· Expand the voice of Northern Regions by more active involvement in the Arctic Council and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and implement an aggressive public relations campaign focused on raising global awareness of northern and Arctic issues.
Next Meetings

· The City of Akureyri (Iceland) has generously offered to host the next Regional Coordinators’Committee meeting in 2008, at a date to be determined.
· The Vologda Oblast’s offer to host the next meeting of the Executive Committee in 2008 is accepted with gratitude by the Board of Governors.
· The location of the 2009 General Assembly is being evaluated. 
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Signed and Approved this 28" Day of September 2007 in Khanty-Mansiysk,
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug - Ugra, Russian Federation.
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